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Activate Industry: Engage

Advance 
Education with 
Philanthropic Support

HOW YOU BENEFIT:

WHY INVEST IN ACADEMIC PHILANTHROPY?

Skill your future workforce

Help students achieve quality 
education, giving them the tools 
and experience to become highly 
skilled candidates

Build your corporate brand

Meaningful and impactful philanthropy easily 
showcases your priorities for corporate responsibility

Employee satisfaction & retention

Strategic collaborations are mutually beneficial, 
creating a two-way exchange of expertise

Spend less on new joiners

Early skilling and learning 
experiences means you spend 
less money and effort on 
recruitment and training



Academic engagement is centered on the mission to build the future workforce. This calls on 
employers to reach students early in their learning journeys, fostering the best talent and excitement 
for promising jobs in the industry. However, with fragmented resources and funding, philanthropy is a 
key lever to unlocking quality education. Organizations in the energy industry have the power to 
break down educational barriers, help students reach their full potential, and create highly skilled 
candidates ready to enter the workforce. 

There are many ways to philanthropically support Energy & Natural Resources (ENR) education. Explore 
a list of options below:* 

*This list is non-exhaustive and provided as a starting point for inspiration 

Support Individual Students Support Classrooms & Educators

• Scholarships
• Fellowships

• Material donations
• Monetary donations
• Grants

Tax advantages

Corporate giving programs offer 
many tax advantages, allowing 
you to invest more back into 
your organization
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DRAW INSPIRATION:

HOW DO SOME ORGANIZATIONS DO THIS TODAY?

SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL 
STUDENTS

SUPPORT CLASSROOMS 
& EDUCATORS

Scholarships

Dominion Energy Educational Equity 
Scholarship Program: Dominion Energy 
provides scholarship awards for students 
pursuing 2-year programs or 4-year degrees

Fellowships

Chevron Fellowship in Energy: Chevon offers a 
fellowship for PhD students focused on 
research that will enable scalable innovation in 
lower carbon-intensity energy solutions  

Material donations

NextEra Energy STEM Kit Donations: NextEra 
donates STEM kits to local schools, including 
wind generator kits that walk students through 
the process of building a wind turbine  

Monetary donations

ERMCO Donation for STEM & CTE Programs: 
Earlier this year, ERMCO donated $225,000 to 
three local school systems to support their 
STEM and CTE programming

Grants

Duke Energy Foundation Grant: Duke Energy 
Foundation’s grant was made to strengthen and 
uplift communities, including focus areas for:

• Workforce development training
• Energy and engineering education for K-12 

students and teachers

Exelon Foundation Academy & Scholarship: 
As a part of its STEM Academy program, Exelon 
Foundation also offers a scholarship program 
for current and former attendees, aimed to 
foster growth and educational development 
opportunities for young women in STEM fields

*These examples are non-exhaustive and not representative of all organizations

https://www.dominionenergy.com/about/our-company/charitable-foundation/educational-equity-scholarships
https://www.dominionenergy.com/about/our-company/charitable-foundation/educational-equity-scholarships
https://solo.stanford.edu/opportunities/chevron-fellowship-energy-2025
https://growenid.com/2020/11/17/nextera-provides-stem-kits-to-area-high-schools/
https://www.wbbjtv.com/2025/01/17/ermco-donates-225000-to-area-schools-stem-cte-programs/
https://foundation.duke-energy.com/grants
https://www.exeloncorp.com/grid/The-Exelon-Foundation-Continues-Empowering-Future-Leaders-and-Celebrating-Women-in-STEM-in-2024
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MAKE IT HAPPEN:

HOW CAN MY ORGANIZATION START ON THIS TODAY?

DIVE DEEPER WITH OTHER HELPFUL GUIDES

• Philanthropy Roundtable’s A Wise Giver’s Guide to 
Supporting Career and Technical Education

• Scholarship America’s key considerations for How to Create 
a Scholarship

• Explore the ACTE Grants and Scholarships Resource Center 
for new examples and inspiration

Define your organization’s goals for 
impact to education
Do want to provide general financial support or 
specific materials?

Define your organization’s goals, including 
impact and target audience
Who is your program made to support and why? 
Does a scholarship, grant, or fellowship fit best?

Start a Scholarship, Grant, or 
Fellowship Program 

Make Material or Monetary 
Donations to Schools

Source funding
What is your budget, and will you need to partner 
with other organizations?

Define program details & procedures
Who is eligible to apply, how much are you 
offering, and what is the application and review 
process?

Consider working existing organizations
Consider working with Scholarship America or 
others to leverage expertise and outreach

Assess your internal resources & capacity
Does your organization have existing programs / 
committees, or do you need to create one?

Assess your internal resources & capacity
What is your budget, and does your organization 
have existing committees to work through?

Reach out to schools/admin of interest
Are there specific schools or districts your 
organization has existing relationships with?

Explore examples & draw inspiration
How are industry peers or others in your area 
donating to local schools?

Find more ways to get involved as an industry partner on our Community Engagement page. © June 2025

https://www.philanthropyroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/cte_guidebook_interactive.pdf
https://www.philanthropyroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/cte_guidebook_interactive.pdf
https://info.scholarshipamerica.org/how-to-create-scholarship-new?utm_campaign=Start-A-Scholarship-Bing&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=how%20to%20set%20up%20scholarship%20program&utm_source=bing&hsa_kw=how%20to%20set%20up%20scholarship%20program&hsa_acc=6301232930&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=bing&hsa_src=o&hsa_cam=21301368173&hsa_ver=3&hsa_tgt=kwd-76828844313249:loc-190&hsa_ad=&hsa_grp=1229255151013492&msclkid=4c1ca671157e184ee32fce223403cfc4
https://info.scholarshipamerica.org/how-to-create-scholarship-new?utm_campaign=Start-A-Scholarship-Bing&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=how%20to%20set%20up%20scholarship%20program&utm_source=bing&hsa_kw=how%20to%20set%20up%20scholarship%20program&hsa_acc=6301232930&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=bing&hsa_src=o&hsa_cam=21301368173&hsa_ver=3&hsa_tgt=kwd-76828844313249:loc-190&hsa_ad=&hsa_grp=1229255151013492&msclkid=4c1ca671157e184ee32fce223403cfc4
https://www.acteonline.org/professional-development/opportunities/scholarships/
https://scholarshipamerica.org/?_gl=1%2Ad8jxsm%2A_gcl_au%2AMTcyNzkyNzE4NC4xNzUwMjc4NTM5
https://cewd.org/community-engagement/
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